
Welcome to your Freshman year Class of 2023! 
 
It’s summer reading time!! Please pick a book from the list for your summer reading.  
Due on the 1st day of school will be your chapter breakdown (bring to class) AND your FIVE 
paragraph rough draft essay (email to me).  
Your final essay will be due week TWO of school. 
 
Chapter Breakdown: in a READING notebook: label with chapter title and chapter number, 
and/or section; plus page number. Answer the W’s: Who, What, Where, When, Why & How in 
complete sentences; also include personal thoughts and questions you have about that section. 

Ex: The Outsiders: ch. 1 (no chapter title) page 1-18  
Answer: 

Who is in this chapter?  
What are they doing?  

Where are they? City, house, park, list all locations.  
When are they in time? Year and time of day. 

Why are they doing what they’re doing?  
How are they doing the action? 

 
Add any personal thoughts, comments, concerns about this chapter. 
 
5 Paragraph Essay: With this essay, you will choose a theme to expand on. In addition, you will 
explain how you relate to this theme within your chosen book. Please follow the Hamburger 
Paragraph guideline (image below) to write your essay. Be sure to practice proper MLA 
formatting.  
 
 

 
 



Book List: 
By FRIDAY JUNE 21: please indicate what book you will be reading. You will receive 
an email with instructions on how to do this by June 7th. 
 
HONORS ENGLISH: pick ONE (Honors must pick a book with a Lexile of 800+) 
 
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger Lexile 1000 
North of Beautiful by Justina Chen Lexile 850 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens Lexile 1150 
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai Lexile 1050 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie Lexile 600 
The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley Lexile 580 
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank Lexile 950 
 
 
Each of these books are available at the Birchard Public Library. If you need help 
choosing, I have copies in my room you can look at before the end of the year. 
 
Happy Reading! 
 

Mrs. Bethany Maxey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Book Summaries: Goodreads.com 

Catcher in the Rye 
The hero-narrator of The Catcher in the Rye is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New 

Yorker named Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult, 
secondhand description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in 
New York City for three days. The boy himself is at once too simple and too complex for us to 
make any final comment about him or his story. Perhaps the safest thing we can say about 
Holden is that he was born in the world not just strongly attracted to beauty but, almost, 
hopelessly impaled on it. There are many voices in this novel: children's voices, adult voices, 
underground voices-but Holden's voice is the most eloquent of all. Transcending his own 
vernacular, yet remaining marvelously faithful to it, he issues a perfectly articulated cry of 
mixed pain and pleasure. However, like most lovers and clowns and poets of the higher orders, 
he keeps most of the pain to, and for, himself. The pleasure he gives away, or sets aside, with 
all his heart. It is there for the reader who can handle it to keep.  
 
North of Beautiful 

As he continued to stare, I wanted to point to my cheek and remind him, But you were the 
one who wanted this, remember? You're the one who asked-and I repeat-Why not fix your face? 
It's hard not to notice Terra Cooper. She's tall, blond, and has an enviable body. But with one 
turn of her cheek, all people notice is her unmistakably "flawed" face. Terra secretly plans to 
leave her stifling small town in the Northwest and escape to an East Coast college, but gets 
pushed off-course by her controlling father. When an unexpected collision puts Terra directly 
in Jacob's path, the handsome but quirky Goth boy immediately challenges her assumptions 
about herself and her life, and she is forced in yet another direction. With her carefully laid 
plans disrupted, will Terra be able to find her true path? 
 
Great Expectations 

In what may be Dickens  best novel, humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the dirty 
work of the forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman — and one day, under sudden 
and enigmatic circumstances, he finds himself in possession of "great expectations." In this 
gripping tale of crime and guilt, revenge and reward, the compelling characters include 
Magwitch, the fearful and fearsome convict; Estella, whose beauty is excelled only by her 
haughtiness; and the embittered Miss Havisham, an eccentric jilted bride. 
 
I am Malala  

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 
9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at 
point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive.  

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from 
a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, 
she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate. I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the 
fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged 
his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their 
daughter in a society that prizes sons. 



 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist 
growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own 
hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high 
school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant 
drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary 
adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was 
destined to live. 
 
The War That Saved My Life 

An exceptionally moving story of triumph against all odds set during World War 2, from 
the acclaimed author of Jefferson’s Sons and for fans of Number the Stars. 
  Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too 
humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped 
out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. 
  So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to 
take the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for 
German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the 
end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her 
brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother? 
  This masterful work of historical fiction is equal parts adventure and a moving tale of 
family and identity—a classic in the making. 
 
The Diary of a Young Girl 
Anne Frank's extraordinary diary, written in the Amsterdam attic where she and her family hid 
from the Nazis for two years, has become a world classic and a timeless testament to the 
human spirit. Now, in a new edition enriched by many passages originally withheld by her 
father, we meet an Anne more real, more human, and more vital than ever. Here she is first and 
foremost a teenage girl—stubbornly honest, touchingly vulnerable, in love with life. She 
imparts her deeply secret world of soul-searching and hungering for affection, rebellious 
clashes with her mother, romance, and wry, candid observations of her companions. Facing 
hunger, fear of discovery and death, and the petty frustrations of such confined quarters, Anne 
writes with adult wisdom and views beyond her years. Her story is that of every teenager, lived 
out in conditions few teenagers have ever known. 


